
Art in Motion: The 1956 Bel Air Wagon 
Reimagined for the Road and the Rare 
Few Who Understand It 
There are builds that chase trends, and then there are those rare commissions that 
quietly redefine a category. The kind of machine that turns not only heads but 
expectations. This 1956 Chevrolet Bel Air Wagon belongs in the latter camp. It is not 
simply restored or even customized. It is tailored—built with the eye of an architect, the 
sensibility of a couturier, and the engineering depth of a motorsport team. 

At a glance, it arrests. At a deeper study, it rewards. And when driven, it dissolves the 
line between high-performance art and luxury travel. 

The Bel Air you see here is the result of a deeply personal vision brought to life by Tim 
and Cheryl, a couple with a reverence for legacy and a taste for movement. Their 
mandate was elegant and exacting: build a touring machine that evokes emotion, 
respects heritage, and delivers comfort and confidence across every mile of American 
asphalt. The result is a grand touring wagon that feels like a weekend escape wrapped 
in steel and leather. 

Guiding the transformation was Wayne Glasgow, founder of JRW Rods and Customs, 
whose builds have quietly entered the upper tier of the bespoke automotive world. 
Under his leadership, JRW didn’t simply reconstruct a car. They redefined what a 
classic American platform could become when given the brief of uncompromised 
freedom. 

A Foundation Worthy of the Vision 

Any serious build begins beneath the skin. For this project, Wayne turned to Speedtech 
Performance and specified the ExtReme Tri5 chassis, a reference-grade foundation that 
allows the Bel Air to handle more like a modern European grand tourer than a mid-
century American cruiser. 

It’s not just about straight-line stability or lateral grip. The geometry was selected to 
remove compromise. Bump steer is virtually nonexistent. Ackerman and scrub radius 
are tuned with obsessive precision. The car maintains composure at speed, responds 
predictably in corners, and isolates its passengers from the compromises typical of 
vintage hardware. It is, simply, built to be driven. 

The suspension is mated to 18x10 Vision American Muscle 55 wheels, wrapped in 
Michelin Pilot Sport 4s, chosen as much for ride quality and low NVH as for 
performance. With all four corners identical, tires can be rotated—an understated 



decision that speaks to the car’s intent: this is not a showpiece. It’s a long-distance 
machine. Elegant, but entirely mechanical in its honesty. 

Wilwood 12-inch brakes with six-piston calipers, color-matched to the body, deliver 
stopping power that inspires confidence without calling attention to themselves. 

Power That Feels Effortless, Not Loud 

The drivetrain mirrors the rest of the build—modern, refined, and unobtrusively potent. A 
GM LS3 Connect-and-Cruise crate engine provides 430 horsepower, paired to a 6L80 
automatic transmission. It is a pairing known for its composure, predictability, and ease 
of service, but more importantly, it allows the car to disappear beneath its driver. There 
is no need to manage the car’s moods. It responds. Seamlessly. 

The exhaust system—a full 3-inch custom setup with Vibrant Performance silencers—is 
not aggressive. It is articulate. At idle, it has depth. At speed, it sings in a register that 
sounds expensive and engineered. The headers are 1-7/8” cast, matched for 
performance but installed for longevity. Here again, nothing is added for effect. Every 
component has a role. Every sound has been tuned for elegance. 

A Ford-style 9-inch rear differential with a 3.55 ratio ensures the car is composed at 
speed, relaxed on the highway, and quick to respond when asked to move. 

Even the engine’s visual presentation is restrained. Coil covers evoke classic small-
block valve covers, painted in body color and accompanied by a custom intake manifold 
that blends so smoothly into the aesthetic it feels designed by the original GM styling 
studio, had they the benefit of hindsight and unlimited budget. 

Rebuilding the Past, Without Being Trapped by It 

This car began with structure, not style. The original wagon, while solid in many ways, 
had suffered time and incident. The passenger-side A-pillar was replaced. The rockers, 
cowls, and floor were all cut out and redone. This was not cosmetic surgery. It was 
reconstruction. 

Once straight, the body became canvas. A new firewall was fabricated to smooth the 
engine bay. A custom tunnel was built to correct driveline angles and eliminate 
vibration—a detail that matters only when you spend real hours behind the wheel. But 
that is exactly the point. 

Most notably, the team at JRW removed the B-pillar and extended the doors, reshaping 
the wagon into a form that evokes the long-coveted Nomad. It is a trick of both 
proportion and craft. The illusion is subtle, but for those who know, it lands. It’s not 
about being flashy. It’s about being clever. 



Flush-mounted door handles. Camaro side mirrors. A clamshell tailgate that opens to 
reveal a custom-frenched Flying V taillight and a hidden pop-out handle. Every 
modification looks like it could have come from the factory—if the factory had been 
focused on building one car, for one owner, with no compromises. 

Color and Finish as a Quiet Statement 

The colorway is a bespoke blend: House of Kolor Candy Brandywine over JRW Cream. 
It is warm, rich, and undeniably elegant. In sunlight, the metallics reveal subtle tone 
shifts. In shadow, the car reads low and wide. 

There are no vinyl graphics. No contrast stitching to call attention to itself. Instead, the 
build relies on material quality, form, and proportion to make its mark. 

Every piece of chrome was restored, aligned, and adjusted. The lighting, including the 
turn signals, is full LED, offering modern clarity without disturbing the car’s classic 
outline. 

This is a build designed to reward close inspection. 

Interior Architecture, Not Decoration 

The cabin feels closer to a bespoke watch atelier than a muscle car. At its core are 
power seats from a 2005 Cadillac CTS-V, reupholstered in tan UltraLeather and 
integrated into a cabin that feels both original and entirely new. 

A fiberglass TMI console holds the Alpine infotainment system, with navigation and 
satellite radio. Nearby, the controls for RestoMod air conditioning are placed where the 
hand naturally falls. Behind the shifter, power window switches are housed in a custom 
armrest. Everything is intuitive. Everything belongs. 

The dashboard is original in form but upgraded with Dakota Digital instrumentation, 
blending analog styling with digital precision. The rear seat has been removed to make 
way for a custom storage system—battery, fuse panel, tools, spare—all beautifully 
concealed and accessible. The extended cargo floor is finished in real wood, inspired by 
classic pickup beds but executed to a higher standard. 

Above, a suede headliner. Below, German square-weave carpet. The pedal covers are 
billet. The stitching is tight and consistent. There is not a single element of the interior 
that feels repurposed. Every choice has been made with clarity of intent. 

Built for Distance. Designed for Legacy. 



What ultimately defines this car is not the spec sheet, though it would impress any 
discerning enthusiast. It is the feeling of coherence. The clarity of vision. The restraint. 

Tim and Cheryl built the car not to chase trophies, but to collect memories. It was 
designed to be driven—to the coast, to the mountains, across the country if they 
choose. The car is quiet when it should be. Assertive when needed. And most of all, 
reliable. This is the rare build that you would trust to drive from Utah to Maine without a 
backup plan. It is that refined. 

And yet, it invites attention. Not because it demands it, but because it cannot help it. 
The proportions are just too right. The details too refined. The result too resolved. 

This is what happens when a project is led by a client who understands taste and a 
builder who understands restraint. 

Final Perspective 

The 1956 Bel Air Wagon by JRW Rods and Customs is not a show car. It is a 
statement. A statement about what it means to invest in time, craft, and clarity. It is a 
rejection of disposability. A challenge to the idea that new is better. 

For those who know, it does not need explanation. For those who don’t, it offers an 
invitation: look closer. 

It is not the loudest car in the room. It’s the one everyone eventually gathers around. 

 


